
National GCSE (full course) results – August 2013 
(All UK candidates) 

Girls continue to out-perform boys at GCSE level.  More girls than boys are taking the exam 
subjects and more are getting better grades than boys even in traditional subjects.   

Some 127 thousand (4.5%) more subject papers were taken by girls than boys, and girls 
achieved some 329 thousand (32.9%) more top grades A*, A and B than boys. 

The differences were slightly less marked with traditional subjects. Some 29 thousand 
(1.6%) more subject papers were taken by girls than boys, and girls achieved 163 thousand 
(24.3%) more top grades A*- B than boys, although girls dominated the A* and A grades.  
Overall, 37.8% of boys taking traditional subjects achieved A*- B grades compared to 
46.2% of girls. 

Interestingly, more boys than girls took GCSE papers in biology, chemistry, English, 
geography and physics.  However, only in maths and physics did boys more or less hold 
their own. In maths, boys achieved 117 thousand A*- B grades compared to 115 thousand 
girls, and in physics 70 thousand A*- B grades compared to 69 thousand girls. Girls 
achieved better A*- B grades in all the other traditional subjects, including at A* level. 

The substantial under-achievement of boys at GCSE level compared to girls is later 
reflected in A-level results, both in numbers taking A-level and the grades obtained, and 
later still in higher education.  Such startling under-achievement has built up since 1988, 
and there is still no consensus as to why this is so. Dismayingly, there appears to be no 
obvious government concern about this continuing academic sex inequality. 

 
All subjects  2013                                                
      Boys    Girls           Difference   % difference      
        (more girls than boys)         
                       
Total of subject papers   2,662,285         2,783,039         126,754           4.5              
taken 

Number of top grades achieved   (thousands) 

 A*     141.1     231.0                89.9           63.7        

A     327.5     459.2               131.7           40.2              

B     532.5                640.1               107.6           20.2              
 
   A* + A + B   1,001.1             1,330.3               329.2           32.9             

 
Traditional subjects  2013 
(Biology, Chemistry, English, English Lit., French, Geography, History, Maths, Physics, Science) 
 
     Boys    Girls            Difference    % difference 
          (more girls than boys)      
           
Total of subject papers  1,774,179         1,803,238 29,059             1.6             
taken 

Number of top grades achieved   (thousands) 

 A*      97.0      139.8                42.8             44.1            

A     216.4     288.8     72.4             33.5              

 B     357.2     404.7     47.5             13.3            
 
   A* + A + B     670.6    833.3    162.7             24.3               
% of total pupil-subjects    37.8     46.2 
 

Source:  Joint Council for Qualifications, GCSE Results Booklet, 22 August 2013.  Subject Results by 
Grades and by Gender 

Note:  Grade totals have been derived from percentages given for each grade for each subject 
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